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                                                        SWINFORD        MEELICK       MIDFIELD
                              Fr Dermot Meehan Phone: 094-9251790/Urgent Calls: 087-1338200

PARISH OFFICE- OPENING HOURS: Mon, Thurs, Fri: 9.00am-2.00pm; Phone:  094 - 9253607
Email: swinews@hotmail.com	                                                                    31st Mar-7th Apr 2019
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Saturday 30th                  6.30pm      Swinford: Teresa & Keira Henry, Ballydrum
                                                                                Jim & Mary McCann, their daughter Margaret & son 
                                                                                Jim & his wife Mary, Kilbride
Sunday 31st                 12 noon        Swinford: Hubert & Catherine Gallagher & dec’d Family, 
                                                                                Cloonfinaun
                                                                                Richard & Pat Gallagher, their parents & dec’d                                                                                 
                                                                                Family, Carrowreagh
Monday 1st                 10.00am        Swinford: Mass of Thanksgiving
Tuesday 2nd                10.00am        Swinford: No Intentions
Wednesday 3rd          10.00am        Swinford: Joseph Cummins, Brabazon Heights
                                                                                (Padre Pio Devotions after Mass)
Thursday 4th               10.00am        Swinford: Tom Grifferty, his parents Pat & Kathleen
Friday 5th                    10.00am        Swinford: Bill & Eileen Ormsby, Park Road
Saturday 6th               10.00am        Swinford: Robert McCallion, Park Road
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Saturday 6th                 6.30pm        Swinford: Bernadette O’Connor, Larch Hill & dec’d O’Connor
                                                                                & Hegarty Families
                                                                                Tony Moore & dec’d Family, Newpark
Sunday 7th                 12 noon          Swinford: Michael McNulty, Carnacul
                                                                                Jack & Betsy Campbell, their son Michael, Co. Tyrone
__________________________________________________________________________________                                     
Sunday 31st                    9.00am        Meelick: Anne & William Murphy, Bothaul & dec’d Murphy, 
                                                                                Killilea & Roche Families
                                                                                Paddy Philbin, Steeple Village & dec’d Philbin Family
                                                                                & Tom & Kitty Durkan, Derryronane
Sunday 7th                    9.00am          Meelick: Peter & Delia Murphy, their son Pete & dec’d 
                                                                                Woodlock Family


Sunday 31st                10.30am         Midfield: Mary & John McLoughlin, their daughter Mary, 
                                                                                Woods
                                                                                Noreen Earley (nee McLoughlin), Mullingar/Kinaffe
Sunday 7th                  10.30am         Midfield: Mary & James Keane & dec’d Family, Faheens
                                                                                Michael, Mary & Kathleen Philbin, Tom & Kevin
                                                                                Basquil, Julia & Pat Gallagher, Curryane, Rose & Jack 
                                                                                Kelly & Ellie, John & Jim Murtagh & dec’d Moran & 
                                                                                Kelly Families
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:
Swinford Church: Sundays: 2pm-6pm & Thursdays 10.30am-8pm
Midfield Church: Mondays 11am-12noon
Meelick Church: Mondays 7pm-9pm
__________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                     




Please pray for Monsignor Martin Cassidy, formerly of Brackloon who has died in Florida in the U.S and Kathleen Brennan (nee Byrne), Co.Kildare and formerly of Woods, Midfield. May they rest in the peace of Christ. 
We welcome into the Christian community Arthur Michael Richard Ball-Ryan, Tumgesh who was baptised recently in Swinford Church.  
Parish Pastoral Council: The April meeting of the Parish Pastoral Council will take place in the Meeting Room in the Parochial House on Monday, April 1st at 8.00p.m. 
Confirmation: The Sacrament of Confirmation will take place in Swinford Church on Sunday 12th May at 1.30pm for all schools of our parish. 
Join Accord Charlestown: Accord Charlestown is inviting applicants to act as Facilitators in Marriage Preparation courses. Anyone interested in becoming a Facilitator should contact Accord Charlestown on 094-9254944 or email accordcharlestown@gmail.com before 12th April. 
Organ Donor Awareness Week 2019: To mark Organ Donor Awareness week 2019, Mass will take place in the Knock Basilica on Sunday 7th April at 12 noon in Solidarity with those who are waiting for or have received organs and in thanksgiving for those who have donated organs. It will also remember all those who have died and whose organs were donated by their families. All are welcome.
First Saturday Devotions is being hosted in Knock Old Parish Church on Saturday April 6th starting at 11.00am with Rosary, Meditations and concludes with Holy Mass at 12.00 noon, Confessions and Enrolment of the free brown scapulars. All are welcome. 
Swinford GAA: A fundraising table quiz will take place in Mellett's Emporium on Friday 5th April at 9pm. Tables of 4 €40.
Swinford Comhaltas Spring Show: Michael Davitt CCE are hosting the Connacht Fleadh Cheoil in Swinford from July 1st-7th and as part of our preparations, we will be presenting a Spring Show – “Anois teacht an Earraigh” in the Cultural Centre on Saturday April 13th at 8.00pm. The show will be a feast of music, song, dance and storytelling and the theme will be based on the traditions, customs and stories associated with the seasonal activities of spring and the various feast days from St Stephen’s Day up to May Day. Featuring a host of local and visiting talent this will be a very enjoyable night.
Swinford & District Club will be taking a day trip to Loughrea on Saturday 4th May. Included is a visit to Woodville house and guided tour of walled gardens, Dartfield Horse Museum and Loughrea Cathedral. Breakfast and dinner included. Cost €65. Contact Angela on 087-7917136 for more details. 
Western Alzheimers is in the process of setting up a new voluntary befriending service in Mayo, to accompany people living in the early stages of dementia. Full training provided. A meeting will take place in the TF Royal Hotel in Castlebar on Friday April 5th from 11-1pm, to explain about this service. All are welcome. 
Chiropodist:  Martin McNally will attend at The Gateway Hotel, Swinford on Friday 5th April from 10.00am. 
Swinford Agriculture Show: Fundraising 25 Card Game takes place in the Gateway Hotel, Swinford on Sunday 31st March at 8.30pm. Your support is greatly appreciated.
Western Alzheimers Annual Tea Day is Friday 12th April, Phone 094-9364900 to register and get a tea day pack.  We depend heavily on income from fundraising to maintain and expand our range of supports and services. Our biggest fundraiser is our annual Tea Day.  Please host or support a local tea day. 
Swinford Golf/Soccer 250 Draw: Results from Draw No.1 which was held on 17th March. 
€1000 was won by Bobby Brennan, Midfield
€300 was won by Tom Bardwell & Shane Lacey, Swinford.
€200 was won by Stephen Kenny, Dublin Road
All results available on our websites.
Swinford Community Lotto: Results for 25th March Numbers 01 14 15 26; €70 Local Shopping Voucher Winners: Olga Connolly , Monaghan; Eileen Duffy, Johnsfort; 3 Number Winners: Josie Higgins, c/o Melletts; Geraldine O’ Connor, c/o  Horkans ; Jackpot €11,000 Next draw on Monday 1st April.
Mayo North East is organising a free Healthcare Support Training Course QQI Level 5 major Award in Swinford for unemployed people or people in part-time employment. Contact Dolores McNicholas on 087-7704251 for more information. 
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This is a parable in action, and the story of the lost son is a masterpiece of insight and
writing, which explains the meaning of Jesus’ sharing table-fellowship.

Luke invites us to consider the reactions to the return of the reckless young man who has
come to his senses as the result of bitter experience. On the one hand we have the father
(God) who is overjoyed at regaining his lost child. On the other, there is the embittered
elder brother (the Pharisees and scribes) whose life of dutiful service he describes in

terms of slavery. The first part of the story shows the positive response of outcasts to the
prophet: they do not come simply to eat with him but to listen to him, and they accept his
message. But the religious people cannot accept that God is like this, because it does not
fit in with the way in which they understand God and God's attitude to human beings. Like

the elder brother, they prefer to stay outside, wrapped in self-righteous indignation.

f the parable of the Lost (or Prodigal)

Son were simply a record of what Jesus

said to the people of his day, we could
regard it simply as an interesting and
edifying account of Jesus criticising the
attitude of the Jewish religious leaders
of that time. Unfortunately, perhaps, that
is not the case. We are being put on the
spot: we are being asked to take the side
of either the father or the elder brother.
How do we feel about people who want
to rejoin our community after a period
away? Are we pleased, even joyful? Or

do we feel that it’s all too easy, that there
should be some sort of penalty?

In the end, the question is perhaps

more about our own idea of God. Do we
believe in God as a loving merciful parent
who loves all their children equally? Or
is our God one whom we serve out of a
sense of duty with little if any personal
relationship involved? The elder brother
represents those people who keep the
rules but feel unrewarded, unappreciated
and end up full of anger and resentment,
deep down at God, but this comes out in
hostility towards other people. Instead of

'salter Week 4

Look at the money in your pocket. Would
you be prepared to spend it all - and more —
on a meal to celebrate the return of someone
who had made a complete mess of their life?
Or would your attitude be one of righteous
satisfaction, That'll teach him or her!? Which
attitude is Jesus encouraging us to adopt, if
we are to be truly his disciples?

The word prodigal means wasteful.

The parable might be better entitled The
Prodigal Father.

The parables are the prophetic word of
Jesus.

They are addressed to us today, personally:
each of us is challenged to respond.

developing a proper relationship with his
father, the older son dwells on his own
unsatisfying situation in life: perhaps,
deep down, he is jealous of his brother’s
escaping from the family home and
breaking all the rules.

Our reaction to the characters tells us
something about ourselves. But we have
a choice: the elder son is free to join

the party; the scribes and Pharisees can
decide to accept Jesus’ invitation. It is
our decision. What sort of God do you
believe in?




