Mary Magdaiene has brooght them the news of the resurrection, s which she now beleves
Becauss she s harsal! sncountsced the risen Lord, so they are aware of i1, but thay have
ot axparianced for thamaalves the rigen Jesus. They are still feorful and hding from the
suthorines, Jesus showing of the wounds in hua body ompbasises that The parson who
w crucfied and bured is one and the same with the one now present among them
Howevar, this person is no langsr hound by tame snd space, Jesus confers on them the

@i af Nis peacs and than commissions them 1o consinue his misson, It & ot 1his point tha
the daciples becoma apostios up ta now, in the Fourth Gospal, Ihey have had no share in
Joaus ministry. J % breathos the Moly Spearit on tham 0 3upEort thom in their task. as he
had slreostdy prarised

Thomaa, the scepeical disciple, has also 10 complete his ourney. Like the ather characters in
the story. he does not betiet simply on the word or

| Jusus Sffers. There i 00 svidencs in the Gospel text, howswse

e 1o fu testimony of ather peopls

M dumsands ook, &
that Thomas actually 1ouches Jesus, the experience of his presencs i snough 1 bring

him from a place of unbeliaf to talch. Mary Magdalens had also 10 %t go of hor desire 10
hold an to the Jesus she had known. The only ore who belioves without seeing Jesus s
the dacipie Jesus loved, the fige
Momseives 1o

1o who repiresents the incdividual pamons who commit

JUsus o laler Dhmas wilhowt seen g

Thote wiha bhelieys in lnier (e Iations 3o 5o on the suthority of the Scr ptisres mrﬁ.‘d.wg
e word of the Goupe! that Jesus ross — as da Peter and tha other &
tomb. And thay do this in the physicat absence of Jesus. Tha Gospel mile us that even
thoase who opparently had the advantage of experiencing first-hand the risen Lord st
struggied, be v, 10 beleve §
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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Sunday 4 MeSsage

REFLECT

e opposae of fasth m not

dosbe b corainy, Dosibe or

questanng s ona of the ways
in which our understanding of what
wo bedeve actually grows: (1 makes us
think about God andt the way 0 which
we apprecate oul laith, Very often
this does not involve questoning the
basics Dut rather the way in which
AOCtring 18 prosented and how we have
always undersaoad £, What is valid for
a chlid ' not usually sufficent for an
sdult. Thomas the apostle could hvve
pesaptnd the word of the others thal
Jesus was risan, but thon he would
not have had tho powerful experience
which the evangelat describes. He »
scapticsl of ther messsge and it is thin
attitude which sllows Jesus to lead him
into a deeper fanth and refationship
with hien. Perhaps we noad 10 keap
foith with our doubts and Quashions. B

The opposite of faith »
Nt goubt Hut conmainty

For Jobn the Evangelist, thare = a moment
when the person decides 1o believe: but thim
™ anly 1he Baginnang of their joutney in tath

ing of sing refers ot the
of the wrating of the Gospel 10 Baptiem
10 pcoapt Bagitism means L0 have one's sins
forgreen. To mfuse Baptism makns that sin is
nat foigiven

The foegiving ar ratae

lime

The chacacters in the Fourt™ Guepel
raprssant diferert indds of people and thew
reacoon 10 Josus ang e - NS0

AMar Cormenurnan 1oday, tefect thel Josus

ia a8 close 50 you Now as he was to the
Jn0iples when he sppeared 1o Them after his
Hesurrechion

Fray soch day ths west for the g#t of »
maore lively lalth

M you da nat have a copy of the Bible, buiy &
ont this weeb

I9est a copy of the New Tey

At thadd pant of 1 saeh day

SAY

My Losd and my God!




SWINFORD MEELICK  MIDFIELD
Fr Dermot Meehan Phone: 094-9251790/Urgent Calls: 087-1338200

PARISH OFFICE- OPENING HOURS: Mon, Thurs, Fri: 9.30am-2.30pm; Tues: 9.30am-1p.m;
Phone: 094 - 9253607

Email: swinews@hotmail.com 8" — 15" April 2018

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Saturday 7™ 6.30pm  Swinford: Daniel McGee, Dungloe, Co.Donegal
Tony Moore, Newpark

Sunday 8" 12 noon Swinford: Mona & Martin Tunney, Cloonacannana
Michael McNulty, Carnacul

Monday 9" 10.00am  Swinford: No Intention

Tuesday 10" 10.00am  Swinford: No Intention

Wednesday 11% 10.00am  Swinford: No Intention

Thursday 12" 10.00am  Swinford: No Intention

Friday 13" 10.00am  Swinford: No Intention

Saturday 14" 10.00am  Swinford: Paddy Kneafsey, Sweetwell (MM)

Saturday 14" 4.00pm  Swinford: Anne O’Donnell, Logcurragh (MM)

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Saturday 14" 6.30pm  Swinford: John & Winifred Doyle, Lislackagh & Una & Denis

Deacy, Ashgrove
Bernadette O’Connor, Larch Hill & dec’d O’Connor &
Hegarty Families
Sunday 15" 12 noon Swinford: Delia & T.J Solan & dec’d Family, Cullane
Molly & Ned Tunney & dec’d Family, Derryronane

Sunday 8" 9.00am  Meelick: No Intention

Sunday 15" 9.00am Meelick: Peter & Delia Murphy & son Pete & Mai, Jim & Jimmy
Woodlock

Sunday 8" 10.30am Midfield: Winnie & Martin Gorman & dec’d Family, Woods

William & Bridget Heaney & dec’d Heaney & Gallagher
Families, Midfield

Sunday 15" 10.30am  Midfield: Tom Lavin, Carnacul/Crossmolina
Paddy Campbell, Tullinahoo (MM) & his brother-in-law
Patrick Campbell

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament:

Swinford Church: Sundays: 2pm-6pm & Thursdays 10.30am-8pm
Midfield Church: Mondays 11am-12noon

Meelick Church: Mondays 7pm-9pm
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Please pray for Josephine Campbell, Rathdubh;
Eileen Brady, Kilkerrin, Galway (sister of Anne
Henry, Barnacogue); Pat Carley, Fourmilehouse,
Roscommon (father of Regina Mullaney,
Kilbride); Billy Brennan, Tullinahoo/Manchester
(brother of Lizzie Ward, Derryronane); Sr Mary
Martin Mulroy (Florrie), California (sister of the
late Nellie McDonagh & Timothy Mulroy,
Laughtadurkan). May they rest in the peace of
Christ.

Thank You: A sincere word of thanks to all who
made our Holy Week ceremonies and our
celebration of Easter so special this year: to
those who cleaned and decorated our
churches, our sacristans, our altar servers, our
Readers and Special Ministers of Holy
Communion, and those who helped with the
collections, to our stewards, to all involved in
the music ministry for adding so much to our
celebrations. | am deeply grateful to all who
helped in any way. Thank you also to all those
who attended the Holy Week and Easter
ceremonies. Please God, they have been days
of blessing and grace for us all.

Easter collection: | am very grateful to all who
contributed to the Easter collection last
weekend for the support of the priest of the
parish. This is one of the collections during the
year that goes towards payment of the monthly
salary of the parish priest. Your generosity is
very much appreciated always.

Parish Pastoral Council: The April meeting of
the Parish Pastoral Council will take place in the
Meeting Room in the Parochial House on
Monday, April 9" at 8.30p.m. Please note
change of time.

Parking at Swinford Church: A reminder, in the
interests of health and safety, to please park
only in the parking bays provided outside
Swinford Church. Please be considerate of
those who need to park at the church and
disabled spaces are strictly reserved for cars
with disabled parking permits.

Swinford Community Lotto: Results for April 3
Numbers: 3 24 26 29; €70 Local Shopping
Voucher Winners: Sean Tuffy, Swinford; Lynda
Hopkins, Rathscallon; 3 Number Winners: Sean
Glesson, Cullane; Sharon O'Brien, Ballydrum;
Jackpot €4, 600; Next Draw on Monday ot April
Swinford Show: A Fundraising card game will
be held in the Gateway Hotel on Sunday, April

rd

8™ and Sunday, April 15" at 8.30pm. Your
support is very much appreciated.

Mayo Cancer Support, Rock Rose House: are
looking for ladies to take part in the West of
Ireland Women’s Mini Marathon in Castlebar
on Sunday 6™ May, T-shirts and Sponsorship
Cards available from 094- 9038407.

Swinford & District Gardening Club: On
Tuesday 17" April, at 8.30pm in the Gateway
Hotel, Roy Mortimer will give a talk on growing
your own potatoes and vegetables. All welcome
to attend. Non members €5.

Western Alzheimers Annual Tea Day takes
place on April 20™. We ask you once again to
Support us by holding a Tea Day in your home,
place of work or community. Donations
towards the Tea Day will also be gratefully
accepted. Contact 094 93-64900.
Heartfulness, Relaxation and Meditation:
Monday April 16" at 7pm in the Parochial
House Swinford. Free and open to all over 16
years. Contact 086-0700681.

Meelick ICA Guild: The next meeting will be
held on Wednesday 11" April at 8pm in
Meelick Community Centre. Contact Judith on
086-0749103 for more information.

Donor Week: Forget-Me-Not flowers will be on
sale this week in Swinford. Volunteers needed
for Thursday morning 12" April meeting at
B.O.l at 10.00am. Please support Donor week.
Go For Life Games and Bocce for over 55's will
be held in the Cultural Centre Swinford by the
Swinford Go Getters on Thursday 12" April
10.30 to 12.30. Admission €2, All welcome
Refreshments served.

Public Information Evening on understanding
Stroke as a Family will take place in the TF
Royal Hotel on Thursday 26™ April from 7.30pm
to 9.00pm. Admission is free. No booking
required. Contact 096-80451/094-9049342
O'Dwyer Arts Centre are hosting a Alzheimer's
Tea Day on Thursday 3™ May from 10.30am.
GAA 50/50: This week’s draw was held in
Horkans and Michael O'Neill of Sweetwell won
€568. Next draw is in Bolands on the 10" April.
Table Quiz: There will be a GAA fundraising
Quiz in The Sheepwalk Bar on Friday 27" April
at 9pm.

Swinford A.C: Huge congrats to Noel Roache,
Foxford who was last Tuesday night’s winner of
our 50/50 lotto draw.



